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Hunting Dog Hall of Fame       by Edie Hawk
If you are an avid hunter, or even an armchair addict with few actual bonafide hunting trips under your belt, chances are—at some point—you’ve owned a special dog. It’s likely that you’ve spent an enormous amount of love and energy on a canine companion that shared your interests and contributed his efforts and talents to your experiences. He or she may have descended from field champions for generations, or perhaps originated from two good hunting dogs in your neighborhood, or might even have been from unknown parentage. But, regardless of his heritage, he became that once-in-a-lifetime dog to you. 

Until recently, there has been no organization or foundation that specifically honors these dogs or their accomplishments, whether those efforts be recorded, (as in field trials or hunt tests), storied or just buried deep in your private memories. However, in the past few years, a hall of fame dedicated to ordinary hunting dogs has emerged from the meager beginnings of a simple idea to one that has the potential to positively impact the sport of hunting with dogs as a whole.      

An interesting concept, to be sure, the IHDHoF (International Hunting Dog Hall of Fame) is the brainchild of veteran retriever field trialer Lanse Brown. In 2000 he founded a means of recognition that has been created for exceptional hunting dogs of any breed, including those of mixed parentage—in short, any dogs that have earned deep respect from the ones that matter most to them, their owners—and gives them a place of cherished remembrance. But what possessed Brown…what prompted this idea and fueled energies within him to bring this concept to fruition? 

As time marches on, those of us that have been involved with hunting dogs, and also competitive field events organized on their behalf, have seen a number of adverse changes continue to surface that reflect our passions in negative ways, and these things continue to grow and threaten the pastimes we’ve passionately lived over the years. Things like shrinking training grounds and also hunting access, not only from suburban encroachment, but also from misguided bureaucracies, present stumbling blocks for interested parties and indeed, even threaten the survival of dog training, competition and hunting. Brown was concerned about the potential trouble looming on the horizon as these problems become more and more commonplace. That set his business mind to working on a solution that could perhaps one day offset these things toward a positive end. 

Brown, a retired successful businessman with track records at Coca-Cola of Montana, as well as the Campfire Memories incense company, developed the concept of a hunting dog hall of fame, wherein the dog and owner would receive recognition for their accomplishments, for a fee. Some of this fee would be utilized for the internment costs pertaining to the brick on the walk of fame and the Hunting Dog Hall of Fame website. However, the majority of monies collected from the application process would then be used to purchase public use grounds in Southern Missouri dedicated to training, hunting, and providing areas for competitive events for hunting dogs of all breeds; as well as funding noteworthy veterinary research for specific hunting dog-related illnesses and diseases.                 

Here’s how it works.
Upon joining the Hall of Fame, immediately the dog’s unique qualities and accomplishments will be posted on individual pages in the Hunting Dog Hall of Fame website for posterity. Then the owner of the dog will receive a certificate to frame that denotes the dog’s inclusion. In addition, the dog’s name will be placed on a brick of recognition that will be laid into an architecturally designed walk located in a park dedicated to the dogs. The Walk of Fame is targeted for a location west of the hunting rich area at Rend Lake, Illinois. 
Said Brown, “I wanted to come up with a way to return something to the world of dogs, both hunting dogs and trial dogs, and this idea has grown because of that primary question—what could I do? The IHDoF has been created to honor both dogs and owners. The bond and relationship between the two cannot be reproduced; we can only enjoy living it and remembering that relationship. In order to commemorate these dogs, the IHDoF generates funds for land acquisition and veterinary research, thus providing a permanent legacy.”     

For more information or to download an application, please visit online at www.huntingdoghalloffame.com or write IHDHoF 605 W Callie St Sesser IL  62884        

Contributors for this article are Vickie Lamb author & noted writer of Dynamic of Hound Training and the Ultimate Hunting Dog Reference. Her website is www.wyndchymepress.com and Evan Graham author & creator of the SmartWork system of retriever training; website www.rushcreekpress.com 
